Asia is experiencing major changes in its security relations. This book brings together respected experts to assess both the theoretical and empirical dimensions of the Asian security debate. Building on the latest research on Asia's regional security politics, it focuses on the 'regional-global nexus' as a way to understand the dynamics of Asian security politics and its intersection with global security. Contributors to the volume offer diverse but complementary perspectives on which issues and factors are most important in explaining how security politics in Asia can be interpreted at both the regional and global levels of analysis. Issues addressed include power balancing and alliances, governance and democracy, maritime and energy security, the relationship between economics and security, 'human security', terrorism, nuclear non-proliferation, climate change and pandemics. This work will serve as a standard reference on the evolution of key issues in Asian security. This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
Preface
As the Cold War recedes further into history, organising security has become manifestly more challenging. Recent international security debates have underscored how even the concept of 'security' is vigorously contested. The traditional preoccupations with state-centric survival and positionality are becoming increasingly supplanted by concerns that transcend sovereign borders and that focus on individuals and intra-state factions. The geopolitics of power-balancing and great power primacy is now coexisting with such dynamics as humanitarian politics, democratisation, climate change and pandemic controls to shape a new and broader set of security referents.
This paradigmatic evolution has been assessed extensively, and what role the Asia-Pacific region has played in this process has been an important component of the discussion. In recent years, important and highly respected works have appeared to assess this issue. Analysts have continued to disagree, however, over what is most causally important in determining and understanding the increasingly critical link between what happens in that region and how global security politics is ultimately shaped and implemented. It may be that providing a truly comprehensive definition is beyond the reach of any single study. Yet the effort to capture and explain its significance is decidedly relevant as Asia ascends to economic primacy, as it increasingly counts for more within the world's diplomatic channels and as it becomes a central factor in its military balance. The imperative to explore how power and structure in the international system will be affected by new and often amorphous variables situated outside or beyond the conventional processes of order-building appears ever more pressing.
This volume is the product of that conviction. It was initially conceptualised as a product of a workshop held at the Australian National University (ANU) in August 2006. Many of the most respected experts on Asian security politics attended this event. They were drawn together by a mutual desire to build on an already existing and substantial body of theoretical and empirical work that had been undertaken from this decade's outset that focused on key determinants of Asian regional security and, to a lesser extent, how the policy interests and outcomes generated by those regionally based factors spilled over to influence global security politics as well. The workshop's focus on the 'global-regional nexus' was prompted by a growing realisation shared by nearly all policy-makers in and observers of international relations that what happens in Asia now truly resonates at the global level in both a strategic and politico-economic context -what one of this volume's contributors labels as the Asian 'centre of gravity' driving the most significant trends in international security. This observation by itself does not necessarily unlock the secret of how the regional-global nexus actually operates but it does illuminate the utility of assessing causality as a key dynamic in the shaping of nexus politics as it functions both regionally and globally. Because cause and effect is inherently a highly fluctuating dynamic, reaching sound conclusions or hypotheses about how such a nexus is shaped and what its long-term significance is, can only be a cumulative and painstaking exercise. This volume represents an inaugural effort to initiate this evaluative process.
The ANU's Department of International Relations, a co-sponsor of the workshop from which this volume is derived, is uniquely placed to lead this intellectual quest. Over the past half century, it has been justifiably regarded as producing cutting-edge work that has served as an intersection of theoretical and empirical analysis on the Asia-Pacific's role in international relations. Along with the East-West Center, the other workshop co-sponsor, the ANU is widely recognised as a major source for producing highly valued appraisals of economic, diplomatic and strategic trends in the Asian region. Together, the ANU and the East-West Center constitute two highly appropriate venues for linking regional developments with larger global patterns of security politics. As editor of this volume, it has been a privilege to be associated with this quest.
www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-76535-0 -Security Politics in the Asia-Pacific: A Regional-Global Nexus? Edited by William T. Tow Frontmatter More information Soon after coming to the Australian National University's Department of International Relations (IR) in early 2005, I was invited by its Head, Professor Chris Reus-Smit, to identify ways to resuscitate its once renowned profile in regional and international security politics. The workshop from which this volume emanates was the product of comprehensive discussions with departmental and other ANU colleagues on how this objective could be met. Any undertaking of this size and complexity involves the effort and goodwill of many people and one could find no finer group of colleagues than those residing in the ANU's Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies (RSPAS) and College of Asia and the Pacific (CAP). To all of them I extend my sincere thanks and gratitude for providing a stimulating and supportive intellectual environment for pursuing academic life.
My departmental colleagues reviewed several 'concept drafts' in preparation for the workshop. I am particularly grateful to Professor Reus-Smit for taking the lead in this process and for graciously providing the funding to make this event a reality. I am also beholden to Paul Keal and Greg Fry, for providing extensive and highly constructive suggestions at the formulative stages of workshop organisation on how to envision and implement 'nexus-related' analysis. Several of my departmental colleagues graciously participated in the workshop either as paper presenters or discussants. Lorraine Elliott, Stuart Harris, Kathy Morton and John Ravenhill fit this category; most other IR colleagues and many of its postgraduate students attended various workshop sessions, making the event a truly departmental enterprise. Credit must also be given to Hugh White, Robert Ayson and Brendan Taylor at the Department of International Relations' 'sister unit' -the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre (SDSC) -for providing additional and highly valued input.
The project would not have seen fruition without the support and guidance of Muthiah Alagappa, then Director of the East-West Center Washington, DC office who graciously co-hosted the workshop at the ANU in August 2006. He was responsible for attracting a number xii www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-76535-0 -Security Politics in the Asia-Pacific: A Regional-Global Nexus? Edited by William T. Tow Frontmatter More information of distinguished participants and encouraging many of them to follow through with either writing chapters for this book or, in some cases, revising their workshop papers as contributions to the Australian Journal of International Affairs. In the latter context, I am particularly grateful to J. J. Suh and Tan See Seng for allowing their conference presentations to appear in that journal with pride-of-place. Plaudits are also due for the workshop dinner's keynote speaker, Michael Costello. As a noted columnist and former political 'insider' during successive Australian Labor governments' years in power, he was able to impart a healthy dose of pragmatism and real-world experience to what was predominantly an academic gathering.
Administrative assistance and overall project support was likewise critical for the workshop's successful culmination. The IR Department's long-time administrator, Ms Amy Chen, once again provided rock-solid oversight and logistical management. She was ably assisted by Ms Lynne Payne on audio-visual aspects and by Mr Gil Oren on the completion of urgent administrative tasks. The ANU's University House proved to be an idyllic setting for our deliberations; Ms Lyn North and her support staff are to be thanked for making it so.
Producing a volume that goes beyond mere conference deliberations is always a challenging endeavour. I am deeply grateful to Cambridge University Press for the understanding and patience it extended during the preparation of this book. John Haslam was particularly supportive during the key phases of manuscript preparation, offering helpful advice and timely feedback on a number of issues. CUP's Carrie Cheek was also a pillar of strength at key phases of the book's production. In Ms Mary-Louise Hickey, the Department of IR has one of the very best copy-editors in the business. Her roles in collating successive drafts, managing editorial procedures and correspondence and helping to construct a viable end-product were absolutely central to whatever contribution the book eventually may make to the subject-at-hand.
Finally, I thank my wife, Leslie, who has endured over three decades of marriage that has involved great levels of tolerance towards my academic life, and my daughter, Shannon, who seems destined to pursue a professional calling in the field of international relations. To them I dedicate this work.
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